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Bester, hailed wrongly as the first science fiction detect-
lve storye 1t isn't the first but it Is head and shoulders
above most others; a deliberate murderer commits a calcu-
lated crime in the face of telepathic police. OUTPOST MARS
by "Cyril Judd" (Kornbluth and Judith Merril) has been re-
leased by Dell. It's a tale of earthmen on Mars, of biology
and skullduggery. Not one of Judd's best. Ffinally, the Ace
doulble-books have issued another back-to-back package: Eric
Frank Russell's novel SENTINELS OF SPACE, and a collection
of four novelettes brought together wunder the title, THE
ULTIMATE INVADER. Donaid Wollheim is the compiler, and the
novelettes are by Russell, Jameson, Leinster and lLong,.

The Glories of Hollywood: Two feature pictures attract our
— - beady eye this month, the first
of which is to be released in June, while the other is even
now In circulation -- witness it at your own riske.

THEM! (Warner Bros.) stars James Whitmore, 3oan Weldon,
and others, and comes nearer plavsibility than a great many
"science fiction pictures" emanating from Hollywood lately.
Plot-wise, the studios are back there where the pulps were
twenty years ago, and so of course the inevitable scientist
and his pretty daughter are on hand to complicdte things.
The picture deals with the discovery by the New Mexico state
police of a smashed store and avto trailer; further investi-

gatlon reveals that lingering radiation has produced giant
insects who, as you might have guessed, are marching on Los
Angelese But all in all, entertaining and painless.

CAT WOMEN Of THE MOON (Astor Pilctures) s an Incredible
melodrama starring Sonny Tufts and Marie Windsor. As usval
with these sloppy space~operas, the ship has a narrow escape
when it is struck by a meteor () and polsonous gases are
loosed, threatening to explode the ship. The movie=-makers
are simply fascinated by those thundering meteors and every
second-grade picture throws in a handful, But our heroic
crew pushes on to land on the dark side of the moon. Martle
Windsor Is hypnotized by the villainous women who llve there
and dark plans are hatched to steat +the ship, return to
earth and TAKE OVER THE WORLD!! There are also some glant
spiders knocking around., | don't recall anything being said
about an atmosphere, but then | warned you this was 1incred=-
iblee.

Doubleday's Science Fiction Book Club 1Is proving a minor
success by all the standards common to this field; a recent
serial number assigned to a member was near the 50,000 mark,
“i1f that signifles anything.s | f this represents a true cir-
culation flgure, several magazine edlitors must be bitterly
gnashing their teeth-- only & few top magazines are today
meeting or exceeding that flgure, while others have fallen
back to the twenty or thirty thousand sales common a decade
ago. Various editors explain this slump in various wayse---
most of them will admit they overloaded the suffering horse
{you/me) but will they admit they also starved the critter
with inferior oats?

-Bob Tycker






WE WOII'T SAY A WORD, WE'LL LET SOME OTHERS TELL YOU WHAT
THEY THOUGHT OF THE
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«+.+8 very handsome and scholarly piece of work. ROBT, A, HEINLEIN
e thorough, comprehensive - a fine Job, AUGUST DERLETH
ees8 Valuable collectort!s item, J, FRANCIS lcCOIIAS

esobeautifully put together, KRIS NEVILLE

+.».the type of thing you'd gladly pay .
three bucks for in hard- cover., ROG PHILLIPS

seeWithout a peer in its field, DON FABUN

ese8 highly rated work, FREDERIC DANHAY (of "Ellery_%peen“)
«es8 handsome production., GROFF CONXLIN

es.88 Nifty an item as welve seen, JEROME BIXBY

+«es8 Very superior and professional job, DARRELL C, ﬁICHARDSON
.esbeautiful, fascinating publication, WALT WILLIS

AND THEN WE'LL TELL YOU THAT YOU CAN STILL
OBTAIN COPIEZS OF THIS 64 PAGE PHOTO-OFFSET
MAGAZINE COWTAINING CRIGINAL ARTICLES BY
KUTTNER, BOUCHER,OLIVER, VENABLE, SACKETT
AYD BRADBURY FOR THE ORIGINAL PRICE OF
FIFTY CENTS. AND IN ADDITION, AS AN EXTRA
FREE BONUS., WR'LL INCLUDE "THt  RECENTIY
FUCLISHED BRADBURY SUPPLEIENTARY INIEX
WHIOH CONTAINS SOME 200 NEW TITLES NOT
INCLUDED IN THE REVIEW INDEX,

SEND YOUR HALF BUCK NOW TO:

WILLIAM F. NOLAN
4106 Lincoln Avenve
Culver City, California

nannn

#Available separately at 20¢ ea.

Y

Ray Bradbury's Angwer to the Book Burners!
FAHRENHEIT 451 in a 200 copy edition BOUND IN ASBESTOS
A scarce Bradbury item, a curious book, a wonderful story --

and one, we venture to predict, for which in the future you
would have to compete with collectors outside the s.f. fleld.

We can supply new coples at the publisher's price, $4, ppd.
John Valentine-- Books

415 East Broadway, Glendale 5, California
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accept the possibility, and thus adroitly sidestep the whole
semantic, psychiatric and biological quibbile regarding what
constitutes "emotions".

Now, Harrington asks, "In what ways would this unfortunate
soclety deviate from ours onaccount of the single fundamental
difference?"

He goes on to venture his own opinion that women would main-
taln, and even accentuate, their interests in dress and home-
making. And that men would adopt simple, "functional™ living
and divide their time between a "shop, lab, library and re-
creation area" home and the delights of fishing.

Here I must venture to disagree.

To me, the greatest apparent change would be in what, for
want of a better term, I'd call personification. I belleve
our present -day concepts of "masculinity" and "femininity"
influence our soclal pattern very strongly, and_that these
concepts are based largely on the sex-drive. E

There was a time when sheer survival-values were implicit
in Man assuming the role of hunter, fisher, worker and war-
rior while Woman played the part of home-maker apd agricul-
turlst. >

The sex-drive and the survival-drive merged in basic soclal
attitudes then: the man who was a good hunter and skilful
fisherman could provide food and was hence a desirable mate.
If he exhibited physical strength and courage, he could de-
fend his home and his woman; this too was an advantage.
Later, his abllity as a worker became an Iincreasing factor
in a more complex culture. Conversely, a woman's domestic
skills Increased her valuation in the man's eyes.

But todasy, in the 1light of present technological develop-
ments found in our western culture, the situation has changed.

Hunting and fishing are now merely "sports"; moreover, with
mechanical assists, a woman is theoretically as capable as a
man 1in these pursuits 1if she chooses to take the time and
trouble to learn the pattern. Physical strength and courage
(despite the frantlic yaps of themilitary) are no longer nec-
essarily the declisive factors in global warfare: in the in-
dividual instance, noman is "strong" enough or "brave" enough
to protect his mate from being raped by a thermonuclear bomb.
The myth of the man the "worker" has already been shattered
in our industry and commerce. Centuries ago the revolution
occurred in sasgriculture and men took the place of women in
the fields: a scant fifty years has served to bring the fe-
male to the fore in the school and the office which were once
supposed to be exclusively masculine spheres of operation.
Todey, most roles in 1life can be played by either male or
female; granted the opportunity, the incentive, and the social
approval.

Dig that crazy soclsl approval, now. It's what I'm talking
about when I refer to personificetion.
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nor the interest in dress and coiffure.

On the masculine level, I am unable to swallow the notion
of "shop, lab, library and recreation area" and for the same
reasons. Once the bait 1s removed-- once the necessity of
establishing masculinity vanishes-- a large part of the in-
centive towards personal development 1is gone. In addition
to attracting females with such activity, many men today (in
our present, hidden-matriaerchic society) continue to hunt and
fish and fight merely es a form of rebellious gself-assertion:
they maintain a nalve self-delusion that they can "get away
from women" and go off into "a man's world" by so doing. This
fugue (even though it may take so mild and transitory a form
as & poker game one night a month) seems palliative.

Along with the sex-drive comes the notlion of sex differ-
ences: it 1s here, on the playground, that the child re-enacts
the symbolic growth of his culture and becomes the warrlor
and physical competitor with his fellows. Thus the boy e-
vinces his interest in sports because he's "not a girl" and
(actually, though covertly) brings this fact to the attention
of the girls. He persists in such behavior into adolescence,
and 1f he "wins" a girl, or girls, may continue to play his
role in later life because it was proven to be successful.

But knock out that sex-drive and you knoek out the need of
being different: the whole virility-legend topples, and with
it the incentive. I doubt very much if, in such a hypothet~-
ical soclety, we would find very many men of 30 or over try-
ing to "get away from the women" on & camping trip, or in-
dulging in strenuous physical exercise to "prove" their man-
liness (i.e., "prove" their sexual potency to women, or a
specific woman).

And with the difference gone, why should s man be any more
interested than a women in the "shop, lab and library"?

By which I mean to say, some men will and some men won't:
but there'll be no possibility of generallzing across the
board.

Some women willl be equally interested, some completely dis-
interested; the same will hold true for men. The factor to
consider here 1is probably the vague cerebral manifestation
of the survival-drive we now dismiss as "intellectual curi-
ousity" and "the creative instinct".

It may well be that, in the absence of the necessity to
"show off" physically and spend much time in economic pur-
suits leading to what Veblen called '"conspicuous consump-
tion", many individuals of both sexes would take more inter-
est and satisfaction in the arts and sclences. Knowledge
acquired for the sake of prolonging individual or group sur-
vival ... art for a survival-surrogate ... these goals might
well evolve and strengthen. Farticularly in a soclety where
men were not devoting the entire economy to either "protect-
ing" the women from other men or '"supporting" them as is
presently decreed.
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The factors of production would contribute to the formula-
tion of new life-patterns; that is certain. A volume could
easily be written on the economic changes as well as the so-
clological changes; a library could be written on the changes
brought about by economic and sociological interaction.

But more fasclnating still would be the possibilities of
psychic and/or psychological changes.

With the sex-drive gone, what about the so-called "death-
instinct", the "will to destruction"? Many schoola of psy-
chotherapy have given it many names; few choose to develop a
great interest in this concept although most of them grudg-
ingly concede that it 1s a factor in our existence.

Perhaps the will-to-survive which could manifest itself in
the arts and scliences would be counterbalanced or more than
counterbalanced by the thanatopic urge: there might be a great
wave of sulclde or unchecked overt aggression., With the sexes
no longer seeking each other's approval: with the familiar
familial mould broken (what becomes of the current attitudes
towards Mama, Papa, Brother, Sister, Grandpa, Grandma and
their later - 1ife surrogates, huh, hey, I ast you once?) the
forces shaping social evolution or devolution might assume
new and unexpected aspects.

Oh, Mr. Harrington, you have led me a pretty chase-- and
were I more of a sportsman, I would contlnue to follow the
elusive quest over hill and dale for many an hour; through
theory and hypothesis, across vast conjectures and into a
morass of bewlldering speculation.

But it 1s time to draw reln and call a halt. Sitting here
at the o0ld campfire and musing 1idly on the day's pursuits, T
con agailn this question of a world where sexual desire does
not exist. I strive to decide for myself whether or not I
think the advantages would outweigh the disadvantages.

Speaking personally ... and at the moment ... I'd be all
for it. T¥ for no other reason than the fact that it would
put an end forever to the nauseating juke-box braying of pop-
ular songs.

Misanthropically and mlsogynistically yours--
Robert Bloch

2.2 0.X.,wise guy, so these characters have no sex instinct,
but do make the sacrifice in order to procreate. All I

wanta know 1s, how'd they discover the method?
Anon.

4. A rapidly rotating, and hence noticeably oblate, planet

with an extremely massive satellite (twin worlds, if you
like) whose orbital plane does not coincide with the planet's
equatorial plane, Precession might be speeded up to a perlod
of a few centuries or even less (I'm afrald I haven't actually
computed the dimensions involved, but the situation 1s basic-
ally possible). If the planet's orbit were eccentric enough
(and it wouldn't take much) so that its varying distances
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from 1ts sun produced temperature changes of the same order
of magnitude as 1its axlal inclination, the constant change
of phase relation between winter-due-to-sun-distance and win-
ter - due - to - axial-inclination should make life interesting
for somebody. At one time seasons are in step in the north-
ern hemisphere (as they now are in our southern) giving 1t
the temperature extremes; a few years or centuries later the
southern hemlsphere gets the works while the northern has a
fairly even year - round temperature. Complicate it as you
please with geographical details.

Hal Clement

5. A very compact planetary system-- possibly of a red dwarf
star-- whose planetary orbits are not nearly coplanar
(unlikely by current theories, I admit). The high gravity
potential difference from orbit to orbit, combined with great
differences ln the orientation of their velocity vectors at
any time, would meke interplanetary travel far out of the
question for chemical fuels and enormously difficult even for
atomic energy (for example, a flight from one planet to its
nearest neighbor might call for a velocity change of a hun-
dred miles a second, instead of twelve or fifteen). In spite
of this, the small scale of the system causes planets to pass
much closer to each other than they do 1in ours, and on two
of these planets intelligent races have become awars of each
other. Maybe they'd ignore each other, but---. 7You take it

from there.
Hal Clement

6. This one I presented a while ago to the "Proxyclave" in
D.C., and I understand the article involved was to be
published 1in a fan mag; but I haven't seen it yet. It dealt
with a planet of a red dwarf sun, so close to it that its
year was only a week or so of our time. It faces permanently
a satellite (retrograde for stability-- which I don't swear
to anyway) whose period about the planet 1s two or three days.
Orbits are circular, so that seasons are due only to axlal
inclination-- but it makes quite a difference whether Summer
occurs during the day or during the night! I didn't work out
the detalls any closer than that, but anyone else is welcome
to. I admit the system may be dynamically impossible; my
math 1s pretty sad nowadays. St111, it's the sort of thing

which might suit the "Spec." column.
Hal Clement

7. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, April '54, quotes the

Knoxville Journal, February 23: "The Administration is
reported to be considering the prospect that bandit leaders
or irresponsible small nations may some day possess atomlc
bombs. Advisors have told the President that the day of out-
law traffic in atomic materials may be unavoidable, and that
if it comes, an atomic bomb will cost the rebel leaders only
the airplane needed to deliver it."

Ed. note: The Spec. Dept. 1s laboring under a discouragingly
great amount of starting friction-- though perhaps
no more than I've always encountered in getting acceptable
articles and reviews. The Spec. Dept. is muchly in need of
your help if you're an idea man-- or know someone who is.
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One thing only the book lacks: M"i#hirligig World" should
have been included as an introduction.
Clyde Beck

Notice of the publication of a new book by John Taine will,
for a large number of readers, very likely by the best news
this issue will offer. The new title is G.0.G. 666 (Fantasy
Press, 1954, 251pp, bound in genuine eloth, $3). The G.0.G.
is General Order in Genetics; the 666, the number of a dir-
ective of a foreign government to its controlled scientific
workers. Becoming Gog, the term 1s used as the name of a
belng as much beast as man, product of an experiment in gen-
etics. Laced with mystery and international intrigue, and
told in an atmosphere of scientific spirit by a man qualified
to interpret it, this story 1s typlcal of much of Taine's
writing and 1s fully as good as most. Incidentally, Taine,
as Dr. E. T. Bell, last year retlired from his Professorship
of Mathematics as Cal Tech. That this will lead to his writ-
ing more fiction 1s doubtful, but one may hope (as I do).
Anyway, there are yet two of his early magszine*hovels which
have not yet been produced as books.and, the blurb of this
one tells us, seversl others unpublished in any form. This,
too, 18 news to my liking, provided that Fantasy Press or
Fantasy Publishing Co., Inc., does something abomt it.

Henry Ness

PRELUDE TO SPACE by Arthur C. Clarke, variously mentloned &
discussed by Tucker and More elsewhere in this issue in its
Galaxy Novel, paperback, and English editlions, 1s also avall-
able in its lst Am. hardbound editlion (Gnome Press, 1954,
191pp, $2.50). This writer's memory would be sorely taxed
to recall a science fiction book he'd enjoyed more. RAS

Here's a real odd one. THE DELUGE, a novel by Leonardo da
Vinci, edited by Robert Payne (Twayne, 1954, 99pp, cloth,
$3). This purportedly Leonardo first edition, principally
the work of 1its editor, "reconstructs" a number of fragments
(which are clearly indicated) from Leonardo's papers into the
novel they were lntended by him to becoms.

Henry Ness

A far future, where scholarship and cannibalism flourish
side by side, 1s the scene of a new book by S, Fowler Wright,
SPIDER'S WAR (Abelard, 1954, 256pp, boards, $2.75). A woman
of (presumably) our time 1s, by magic, placed in that future
-- where she avoids being eaten by her captor through the
device of suggesting as an alternative that she and her cap-
tor's wife exchange functions; where she engages in a war
against gigantic spiders (whose sizes, energies, etc., are,
a3 13 usual in such fantasies, all to the same scalef; and
where she becomes the author's means of sneering at our soc-
lety.

Jack Kelsey

Too late for review: PLANETS FOR SALE by E. Mayne Hull;
Fell, $2.75. Concerns Artur Blord; no prior copyright given.
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In 9 TALES OF SPACE AND TIME (Holt, 1954, 307pp, $3.50),
as in NEW TALES OF SPACE AND TIME (Holt, 1951), Raymond J.
Healy has collected an assortment of stories never before
published. Thls one is notable for "Overture" by Kris Nev-
1lle (sequel to the much-acclaimed "Bettyann" in NeW TALES),
Reg. Bretnor's "Genius of the Specles", and the fact that it
includes stories by the four editors of the field's three
top magazines (yup, even Campbell!) as well as the editor of
the book. JK

Subtitled "10 Complete Short Novels", THE GIANT ANTHOLOGY
OF SCIENCE FICTION 1is edited by Leo Margulies and Oscar J
Friend. The contents are: Ray Cummings'oldie (first pub-
lished in 1919), "The Girl in the Golden Atom"; five from
Thrilling Wonder-- Hamilton, "Forgotten world" (1945); Kutt-
ner, "Sword of Tomorrow" (1945); Leinster, "Things Pass By"
(1945); Wellman, "Island in the Sky" (19415; and Williamson,
"The Sun Maker" (1940); and Brackett, "Enchantress of Venus"
(Planet Storles, 1949); Fredric Brown, "Gateway to Darkness"
(Super Science, 1949); Heinlein, "By His Bootstraps" (Astound-
ing, 1941); and van Vogt, "Rogue Ship" (Super Scignce, 1950).
(Merlin Press, 590pp, cloth, $3.95.) B RAS

In four short years Richard Matheson has become solidly
established beslde top writers like Bradbury, Heinlein, Stur-
geon and Clarke in the production of consistently excellent
sclence fiction. Since 1950, when his electrifying short,
short-- "Born of Man and Woman'-- gained immediate attention
In The Magazine of F & SF, some 44 Matheson storles (includ-
ing 2 westerns and 4 mysteries) have appeared in -‘many publi-
cations ranging from Blue Book to weird Tales. Now 17 of
these have been assembled under one cover as BORN OF MAN AND
WOMAN (The Chamberlain Press, 1954, 252pp, cloth, $3). The
book provides rich and varied fare for the jaded palate of
the reader who seeks, but all too rarely finds, intelligently
written and 1maginatively conceived fiction 1in this over-
crowded, highly competitive field. Beyond the justifiably
famous title plece at least five of the stories ("Mad House",
"Disappearing Act", "Through Channels", "Witch War" and "The
Traveller") prove outstanding examples of Matheson at his
best-- tales which exhibit the author's amazing adroitness
in successfully handling a wide variety of styles. "Third
From the Sun", "To Fit the Crime" and "Dress of White Silk"
also quality as first-rate Mathesonia. Unfortunately, two
of his finest stories ("The Last Day" and "Mother by Protest")
fail to appear here and four of the included stories ("F---",
"Return", "Dear Diary" and "Lover when You're Necar MNe") fall
somewhat below par in this reviewer's opinion. "F---" (or-
i1ginally titled "The Foodlegger") seems to strain for its
humor, while "Lover When You're Near Me" leans too heavily
in the direction of the "repulsive" without the redeeming
qualities of a similarly "repulsive” tale, "Dress of White
Sil1k". Of course every story in such a book cannot please
each individual taste-- 380 let it suffice to say that thils
collection certainly belongs on the shelf of the reader who
appreciates excitingly original and beautifully characterized
science-fantasy. Keep your eye on this boy. In or out of
the sf field Matheson 1s a talent to be reckoned with.

W. F. Nolan

29






In reading the book one cen see how ldeas spread and how
they, sometimes with the best of intentions, can lead to ab-
solutely incredible confusions. Columbus sailed West and his
voyages spread the knowledge of an unsuspected continent. It
was reasonable to ask whether America might not be Atlantis.
Nor was it unreasonable that Bishop Landa tried to learn the
Mayan script. But because Landa's method was childish, to
put it mildly, the result was "a Mayen alphabet” which had
no resemblance toreality. And on that basls several writers,
like Brasseur, Donnelly, and Le Plongeon, "established" At-
lantls as the Mother of All Civilization; a procedure which
culminated in the Schliemann hoax and the out-and-out fanta-
sles of Churchward, who has only recently been surpassed by
Velikovsky.

Naturally there are numerous sidelines to be tracked down:
like the rather imaginative conjectures about the origin of
the Americans, who were here before Columbus; like the gques-
tion of whether a few simlilar words in different langusges
indicate relationship or not; like the geological problem of
whether a small continent could be destroyed at &ll by seis-
mic forces ina comparatively short period of time, say 10,000
years. Sprague de Camp had to cover an enormous territory
in writing this book. More, he not only had to cover 1it, he
had to clean 1t up. And I think he has succeedeq.well.

Willy Ley

WORLDS IN SPACE by Martin Caiden, illustrated by Fred L.
Wolff. (Holt, 1954, 212pp, $4.95.) :

The worth of this volume (and it is hardly worth the stiff
price, whatever its merits) lies somewhere between the ele~
mentary space primer for teen-agers, and the formula-heavy
tomes for the dyed-in-the-wool spacehands. Accldentally, it
is an aid in a way the author probesbly never reallzed: many
present-day science fiction writers might profitably read it
to discover the utter implausibility of those yarns set on
Venus or Mars. Wolff's 1llustrations, 48 full-page plates
plus 16 photographs, 1lend visual ald 1n setting those same
yarns.

Caiden tells the story of rocket development thus far and
then pushes on to space stations, space ships end planetfalls
on the nearer bodies. He draws heavily upon other suthorit-
ies in the field, as does his illustrator. Finally, he ex-
plores the planets of the solar system with a view to landing
or colonizing there-- and in most cases renders a negatlve
verdict. Quite incidentally, and perhaps without realizing
it, he offers many plot-germs for writers and would-be writ-
ers. The volume is a natural for libraries, will probably
be on the shelves of completists, but occasional buyers should

browse deeply before purchasing.
Bob Tucker

Omitted from "collections": THE SINISTER RESEARCHES OF C.P.
RANSOM by H. Nearing, Jr. (Doubleday, 217pp, $2.96). Eleven
stories from the series of farcical fantasies that have been
appearing in Magazine of F. and S5.F. since 1950.
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